
Listening to you…
Philip Dunne is always keen to hear the views of different groups
of people in the Ludlow constituency.  In the past few months, Philip
has carried out a number of surveys to keep him informed of local
opinion on various issues.

The spectacular success of our campaign to save
Shropshire’s community hospitals from closure stands
out as the highlight of my first year as your MP.

The pundits say that people don’t care about politics
any more - they are too busy planning their next
holiday, shopping until they drop or giving the house
another makeover.

They should think again. In the depths of the winter,
I was proud to be among the 8,000 people who
marched through the streets of Bridgnorth, Ludlow
and Bishop's Castle in support of our hospitals. This
was the largest local outpouring of popular protest in
recent memory. I received petitions with over 24,000
signatures, which I presented to the House of
Commons.

I will never forget the day when battered health bosses
finally caved in and announced that the outright closure
plan was being scrapped.

Of course, our campaign is far from over. We have
won the battle for Bridgnorth, and the fight to keep
Ludlow open, but can we win the war with ward
closures threatened for Ludlow and fewer NHS beds
for Bishop’s Castle, with Stone House being turned
into a nursing home. Fresh campaigns have begun
to resist these as well. But I feel I cut my teeth as your
new MP by helping to scupper Patricia Hewitt’s loony
scheme for our area.

My old Talbot camper van is another way I have tried
to bring politics to the people. My apologies if you
have got stuck behind the old bus on our country
lanes, but using it as my mobile advice surgery, I have
been able to visit 50 villages to hear about the problems
of the real world.

And problems there are aplenty in rural areas. The
Government seems obsessed with cutting back local
services – such as our hospitals, post offices and local
control of our emergency services, including the police
– and handing control to bigger and bigger
bureaucracies.

I give this pledge for my second year as your MP: I
will continue the fight to keep local services local.

Philip Dunne MP
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MPs don’t expect to be thanked for doing their
job. However, it is nice when they are. Printed
below are quotes from a selection of genuine
letters which Philip has received since becoming
your MP.

M.S., Ashford Bowdler

H.W., Bridgnorth

M.F., Much Wenlock

S.H., Bridgnorth

J.T., Cleobury Mortimer

Thank you for your various letters regarding either

the Oakery or the A49 and more particularly for the

interest and assistance that you have shown. It is

good to know that the interests of our tiny village

don’t get overlooked when looking at the big picture.

We very much appreciate all you are doing for the
constituency and your willingness to attend various
events/functions. Although you may not know us
individually, we feel we know you and can be
confident in your representation.

June 2006

Ludlow
Constituency

Dear Philip...

I  would very much have liked to hear Philip Dunne
who has, to me, made a very impressive start to his
years as our MP. He has been unfailingly courteous
despite the volume of mail that I send him and his
efforts are much appreciated…
     ...At a time when we appear to be heading more
towards a Presidential dictatorship than a
Parliamentary democracy, it is only strong local MPs
who can give constituents any reassurance that their
views are heard.

I have now received a letter from the Tax Credit officein Preston detailing the reason for the overpayment.     I would like to thank you for your help in this matteras it is clear that without your intervention, I wouldstill be banging my head against a brick wall!

A.C., Cleobury Mortimer

Business Survey
A business survey was sent to over 1,000 businesses in the

constituency and covered issues such as the importance of technology
for businesses and the impact of European regulations on local firms.
Philip intends to conduct this survey annually so if you would like to
be added to the mailing list, do contact him using the details above.

www.philipdunne.comA.H., Ludlow
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Thank you for your diligent efforts on my behalfregarding disabled travel with my mini scooter onthe railway system.
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When complete, please return to: Philip Dunne MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Do you believe that the Government understands the concerns of the business community?

Title                                             Initials                                        SurnamePosition

Company Name

Address

Postcode                                                                               TelephoneE-mail

Please print or use block capitals

It is intended thatthis information bestored on a
computer for thesole use of theMember of
Parliament.
Please tick
here if you
do not wish
this to be
the case.1

2

3

4

5

Yes, fully              Yes, partly              Not very much              Not at all              Don’t know

What is the overall impact on you and your family of the extra money that the Government has spent on

public services, such as health, education and the police?
Made our lives:

Is access to Broadband important to the operation of your business?Has using the internet increased your sales?
Do you think the Government should provide more support for small businesses

investing in new technology?

Philip Dunne MP
BUSINESS

2006

S U R V E Y

Much better          A little better          Not made a difference          A little worse          Much worse          Don’t know

Yes           No

Yes           No

Yes           No

8

7

6 How significant are European Regulations on your business? Very           A little           Not at all

Do you support European tax harmonisation?
a) Do you file your company tax returns electronically?

a) Do you have difficulty finding new staff who possess the
level of training/qualification you require?b) If ‘Yes’, is this a problem which is getting better or worse?10 How happy are you with the supportyou receive from the DTI?

Very happy           Happy           Not very happy           No opinion

Yes           No

Yes           No

Yes           No

11 Can the Chancellor’s decision to impose a ‘windfall tax’ on any sector of the economy ever be justified?
Yes, always           Yes, sometimes           No           Don’t know

12 Have transport links for your business and employees got better or worse over the last five years?13 If the Government could do one thing to help your business, what would it be?
Please print or use block capitals

Better           Worse           Not changing

Better           Worse           No change

Over the next 12 months, do you expect your company’s profitability to go up, down or stay the same?Go up           Go down           Stay the same

b) If yes, what problems, if any, have you encountered? Please print or use block capitals

9

The Health Secretary Patricia Hewitt wants to see

an extension of prescribing powers to suitably trained

nurses and pharmacists, with the exception of a few

controlled drugs such as diamorphine.

ACUTE HOSPITALS

4. Which configuration of clinical services in our

acute hospitals do you favour?

a. A&E in both Shrewsbury and Telford?

Hot Hospital in Shrewsbury, cold in

Telford?

No change, but administrative

savings?

Other? (Please give your ideas below of

how to make savings)

b.

c.

Healthcare services in Shropshire face

a funding crisis. Our Community

Hospitals are threatened with closure.

At the same time the Health Secretary

has outlined a series of reforms which

she hopes will become law.  As your

MP it is essential that I am armed with

the facts and your opinions as health

professionals. Could you therefore take

a few minutes to answer the following

questions?

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

1. Do you believe patient care would suffer if the

Community Hospital was closed?

YES          NO

2. Do you believe the cost of treating patients in

Community Hospitals...

Continued overleaf/...

Please use block capitals when making comments - thank you.

It depends on alternatives available

a. is cheaper than blocking beds in A&E?

is more effective rehabilitation than

available through community nursing?

no longer represents good value for

money?

b.

OPENING HOURS

The Government wants to make primary care

available around the clock, especially in the evenings

and at weekends.

9. In principle, do you agree with the Government’s

plans to extend the opening hours of GPs

surgeries so that they are more accessible and

fit in with the busy lifestyle of patients?

YES          NO          DON’T KNOW

10. If yes, who do you think should provide these

extra services?
Existing GP practices

ShropDoc

Specially trained Nurses or Pharmacists

Private health care firms

Other (please specify)

11. If Private Health Care Firms were to provide

NHS services in the evenings and at weekends,

do you think:

• The continuity of care between GP

and patient would be damaged?

• The personal relationship between

GP and patient would end?

• It would represent the ‘creeping

privatisation’ of the NHS?

YES          NO

YES          NO

YES          NO

Further comments:

c.

NURSES & PHARMACISTS

5. Do you agree with the proposals to extend the

prescribing powers of nurses and pharmacists?

6. Would such a measure ease the pressure on

you as a GP and allow you to focus on more

complex cases?

7. Do you think that giving extra powers of

prescription to nurses and pharmacists would

compromise patient health and safety?

Further comments:

YES          NO          DON’T KNOW

YES          NO          DON’T KNOW

YES          NO          DON’T KNOW

Would this help the NHS reduce prescription

costs in Shropshire?8.

YES          NO          DON’T KNOW

3. Do you regard the closure of mental health wards

in our community hospitals as...

a. an acceptable short-term economy?

short-sighted given ageing

demographics?b.

SurveyHEALTHPHILIP DUNNE MP

d.

When complete, pleasereturn to me at:House of CommonsLondon SW1A 0AAMany thanks foryour time.

Promoted & printed on his own behalf by Philip Dunne MP,
54 Broad Street, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 1GP

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR LICENSEESFROM PHILIP DUNNE MP
Please use block capitals.

Which statement best reflects your own view?

1

Is the Government’s proposed system of exemptions workable?

2

Given a choice between a partial ban with exemptions or a complete ban,

which do you prefer?

3

What would be the likely effect on your business of a complete ban?

4

In the event of a partial ban, would you stop selling food?

5

Would improved ventilation provide adequate protection for your employees

without the need for a ban?

6

Please use the space below to add comments on this or any other issue:

I support some restrictions on smokingin public places but not a complete ban.

Yes                  No                  Unsure

Partial ban                  Complete ban

Would benefit a bit
Benefit a lot

Neutral
Seriously harmed

Harmed a bit

Yes                  No                  Unsure                  Don’t sell food

Yes                  Possibly, but it is impractical/unaffordable for me                  No
Have you applied for a 24-hour or an extended opening hours license?

7

24-hour                    Extended        If so, until what time?                                    Neither
If you have applied for neither, would you
consider extending your opening hours?

8

Name:

Establishment:
Address:

Email:

Telephone:

Postcode:

Yes                  No                  Don’t know
How have the new licensing laws affected your day-to-day trade?

9

Increase in trade                 Decrease in trade                  No change

Have you noticed an increase in Anti-Social behaviour because of extended

opening hours in your area?

10

Yes                  No                  Don’t know

I support acomplete ban.
It should be left to licensees to decidewhether or not to restrict or ban smoking.

Name:

Post Office:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

Postcode:

When complete,

please return to:

Philip Dunne MP

House of Commons

London SW1A 0AA

Many thanks for
your time.

Promoted & printed on his own behalf by

Philip Dunne MP, 54 Broad Street, Ludlow,

Shropshire SY8 1GP

Philip Dunne MP

What proportion of your customers use a Post Office Card Account?

1 Under 25%                  25% - 50%                  Over 50%

SURVEY FOR SUB POST OFFICES

I am very concerned at the decision of the Department of Work & Pensions to withdraw

its support for the Post Office Card Account. I fear that this decision will threaten

local sub-post offices, especially in rural areas like the Ludlow constituency. If you

could tell me your views on how such a move would affect your customers, your staff

and the viability of your business, I would be most grateful.

Do your premises provide other services?  Please tick all that apply.

2
Village Shop                  Off License                  Newsagent                  Other       Please state

How many other shops are there in your village/local area?

3 None                  1 or 2                 More than 2

Do you believe withdrawal of POCA would jeopardize the viability of your

business?4 Yes                  Maybe                  No                 Don’t know

If you were to close, how far away is the nearest post office?

5
Less than 1 mile                  1-2 miles                  2-5 miles                 Over 5 miles

Have any other post office services been withdrawn from your post office

in the last few years?6

Passport application           Vehicle License           TV Licences           Other       Please state

Approximately what proportion of your income is related to POCA

transactions?  (i.e. business that you might otherwise lose - bill paying, postage stamps,

other sundries.)
7

Under 25%                  25% - 50%                  50% - 75%                  Over 75%

What impact would withdrawal of the POCA have on your staff?

Please insert relevant number(s) on the dotted line(s).
8

Lose         part-time employee(s)                       
Lose         full-time employee(s)                       

No impact

Please write any specific comments you wish to add on the reverse.

GP Survey
Philip sent a survey to every GP in the constituency to find out their
views on topics including the future of our community hospitals and
the proposed extension of opening hours of GPs surgeries. Since
carrying out the survey, Philip has initiated a debate in the House
of Commons on Healthcare Services in Shropshire and has held a
series of meetings with local health chiefs and the Secretary of State
for Health to discuss the issues raised.

Publican Survey
A survey was sent to over 200 publicans in the area before the vote
on the smoking ban took place to gauge their views on that and the

recently changed licensing laws. The survey generated an
encouraging response from one third of all publicans in the Ludlow
constituency. Most are satisfied with the new Licensing arrangements

so far and a clear majority favoured an outright ban on smoking.

Post Office Survey
In response to the Government’s announcement to withdraw its support
for the Post Office Card Account, Philip sent a survey to all the post
offices in the constituency to find out how this decision would affect
them. Worryingly, 86% of those who replied thought the withdrawal
of the POCA would jeopardise the viability of their business while
71% thought they would lose at least one part time employee.  Philip
has visited most of the 48 Post Offices in the constituency and has
launched a local petition to raise awareness of this threat.

www.philipdunne.com

Today I received your letter together with a copy of
the letter sent to you by the CSA. I would like to thank
you for the trouble you have taken on my behalf; I
am now hopeful of my case being resolved.

As a first time Conservative voter, I am mightily

impressed with your start as Ludlow MP.

     Once again many thanks for your effort to put my

case to the minister, it has enabled an ordinary

person from a small village to have his voice heard.

Discussing
politics with
sixth formers

Exploring
Shropshire Wildlife
Trust sites

Visiting primary schools

Philip with his
mobile advice
surgery


